LITHUANIAN OFFICIAL TO ATTEND CONFERENCE ON NUCLEAR SAFETY 

VILNIUS, Aug 01, BNS - Lithuanian Civil Defense Department Director Gediminas Pulokas left for Brussels 
on Tuesday to attend a conference on nuclear safety in Central and East European countries. The meeting, 
organized by the European Commission's directorate for international political relations, will focus on nuclear 
emergency management and assistance required in this respect by Central and East European nations. 

Pulokas say Lithuania can expect considerable help in preparing for a possible emergency at its Ignalina nuclear 
power plant. In a report released last week by the U.S. Department of Energy, Ignalina is listed among the most 


dangerous nuclear plants in the world. 


LANDSBERGIS CRITICIZES LDLP OVER LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

VILNIUS, Jul 31, BNS - Lithuanian opposition leader Vytautas Landsbergis on Monday accused the ruling 
Lithuanian Democratic Labor Party of avoiding cooperation with local governments and impeding their work. 
"The executive power behaves arrogantly and hinders (work) in a politicized manner," Landsbergis told a news 
conference. He indicated that local government budgets are formed on the basis of funds allocated from the 
national budget, "i.e. a sphere of state government." 

In his opinion, local authorities are not given the funds that belong to them. "It is the money of local 
governments, and not a favor or a subsidy," the opposition leader noted. 

Lithuania's local governments are dominated by opposition parties, which won an overwhelming victory in 


elections earlier this year. 
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